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The Birthday Party
Laurent Mauvignier
Translated by Daniel Levin Becker

Buried deep in rural France, little remains of the isolated hamlet of 
the Three Lone Girls, save a few houses and a curiously assembled 
quartet: Patrice Bergogne, inheritor of his family’s farm; his wife, 
Marion; their daughter, Ida; and their neighbour, Christine, an art-
ist. While Patrice plans a surprise for his wife’s fortieth birthday, 
inexplicable events start to disrupt the hamlet’s quiet existence: 
anonymous, menacing letters, an unfamiliar car rolling up the 
driveway. And as night falls, strangers stalk the houses, unleashing 
a nightmarish chain of events.

  Told in rhythmic, propulsive prose that weaves seamlessly from 
one consciousness to the next over the course of a day, Laurent 
Mauvignier’s The Birthday Party is a deft unravelling of the sto-
ries we hide from others and from ourselves, a gripping tale of the 
violent irruptions of the past into the present, written by a major 
contemporary French writer.

‘One of France’s most talented writers.’
� France Today
 
‘Truly a great book: enthralling, impressive and fascinating in its 
literary methods.... I was totally captivated by its sentences that 
build up pleasure, terror and anxiety, their long, slow rhythms that 
create its dynamic and tension just as much as the situation itself.’
� Jean-Claude Raspiengeas, Le Masque et la Plume

Laurent Mauvignier was born in Tours in 1967. He gained a 
degree in Fine Art from the École des Beaux-Arts in 1991, and 
published his first novel, Loin d’eux [Far from Them], in 1999. He 
has since written numerous novels, including In the Crowd (2006), 
The Wound (2009) and Continuer [Carrying On] (2018), all 
published by Éditions de Minuit, and is the winner of eleven 
literary prizes, including the Prix Wepler and the Prix Amerigo-
Vespucci. He is also a playwright and has written scripts for  
TV and film. The Birthday Party is his first book with Fitzcarraldo 
Editions. 

Daniel Levin Becker is a critic, editor and translator from 
Chicago. In 2009, he became the youngest member of the French 
literary collective Oulipo, which was the subject of his first book, 
Many Subtle Channels. His published translations include Georges 
Perec’s La Boutique Obscure, An Ideal Presence by Eduardo Berti 
and Serge Haroche’s The Science of Light. Levin Becker is a  
founding editor of Fern Books, English editor for the French 
nonfiction publisher Odile Jacob, senior editor at McSweeney’s 
Publishing and a longtime contributing editor to The Believer.  
He lives in Paris.

The Private Lives of Trees
Alejandro Zambra
Translated by Megan McDowell

Veronica is late, and Julián is increasingly convinced she won't ever 
come home. To pass the time, he improvises a story about trees to 
coax his stepdaughter, Daniela, to sleep. He has made a life as a 
literature professor, developing a novel about a man tending to a 
bonsai tree on the weekends. He is a narrator, an architect, a chron-
icler of other people's stories. But as the night stretches on before 
him, and the hours pass with no sign of Veronica, Julián finds him-
self caught up in the slipstream of the story of his life – of their 
lives together. What combination of desire and coincidence led 
them here, to this very night? What will the future – and possibly 
motherless – Daniela think of him and his stories? Why tell stories 
at all?

‘The most talked-about writer to come out of Chile since Bolaño.’
� New York Times
 
‘When I read Zambra I feel like someone’s shooting fireworks 
inside my head.’
� Valeria Luiselli, author of Lost Children Archive

‘Every beat and pattern of being alive becomes revelatory and 
bright when narrated by Alejandro Zambra. He is a modern 
wonder.’
� Rivka Galchen, author of Little Labors

‘Strikingly original.’
� James Wood, New Yorker

Alejandro Zambra is the author of the novels Chilean Poet, 
Multiple Choice, Ways of Going Home, The Private Lives of Trees, 
and Bonsai; the short story collection, My Documents, a finalist for 
the Frank O’Connor International Short Story Award; and Not 
to Read, a collection of essays. The recipient of numerous literary 
prizes, as well as a Cullman Center fellowship, his stories have 
appeared in the New Yorker, the Paris Review, The White Review  
and Harper’s, among others. He lives in Mexico City.

Megan McDowell is an award-winning Spanish-language 
translator. She has translated books by Alejandro Zambra, 
Samanta Schweblin, Mariana Enríquez and Lina Meruane, 
among others, and her short story translations have appeared in 
the New Yorker, the Paris Review, Harper’s and The White Review. 
She lives in Santiago, Chile.
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Affinities 
Brian Dillon

In Affinities, Brian Dillon explores images and artists he is drawn to 
or loves, and tries to analyze the attraction.

What do we mean when we claim affinity with an object or 
picture, or say that affinities exist (not only formal) between such 
things? What do feelings of affinity imply about individual or col-
lective experience of art, and of the world?

The word ‘affinity’ used to mean an attraction of opposites, be-
tween chemical elements. In his Elective Affinities, Goethe used the 
idea to think about the orbits and collisions of love. In the poetry 
and essays of Baudelaire, the writings of Walter Benjamin and Aby 
Warburg, the art of Tacita Dean and Moyra Davey, a partly buried 
history of affinity can be found.

Affinities is a critical and personal study of a sensation that is not 
exactly taste, desire, or allyship, but has aspects of all. Approaching 
this subject via discrete examples, this book is first of all about im-
ages – mostly photographs – that have stayed with the author over 
many years, or grown in significance during months of pandemic 
isolation, when the visual field had shrunk.

Some of these are historical works by artists such as Julia 
Margaret Cameron, Dora Maar, Claude Cahun, Samuel Beckett 
and Andy Warhol. Others are more or less obscure scientific or 
vernacular images: sea creatures, migraine auras, astronomical 
illustrations derived from dreams. Also family photographs, film 
stills, records of atomic ruin. And contemporary art by Rinko 
Kawauchi, Susan Hiller and John Stezaker.

Written as a series of linked essays, interwoven with a reflec-
tion on affinity itself, Affinities completes a trilogy, with Essayism 
and Suppose a Sentence, about the intimate and abstract pleasures of 
reading and looking.

‘Dillon is a mournful, witty and original writer.’
� Parul Sehgal, New York Times

‘Dillon is a literary flaneur in the tradition of Baudelaire  
and Walter Benjamin.’
� John Banville, Irish Times

Brian Dillon was born in Dublin in 1969. His books include 
Suppose a Sentence, Essayism, The Great Explosion (shortlisted for 
the Ondaatje Prize), Objects in This Mirror: Essays, I Am Sitting 
in a Room, Sanctuary, Tormented Hope: Nine Hypochondriac Lives 
(shortlisted for the Wellcome Book Prize) and In the Dark Room, 
which won the Irish Book Award for non-fiction. His writing has 
appeared in the New Yorker, Guardian, New York Times, London 
Review of Books, Times Literary Supplement, Bookforum, frieze 
and Artforum. He is UK editor of Cabinet magazine, and teaches 
Creative Writing at Queen Mary, University of London.

Owlish 
Dorothy Tse
Translated by Natascha Bruce

In the mountainous city of Nevers, there lives a professor of liter-
ature called Q. He has a dull marriage and a lacklustre career, but 
also a scrumptious collection of antique dolls locked away in his 
cupboard. And soon Q lands his crowning acquisition: a life-sized 
ballerina named Aliss who has tantalizingly sprung to life. Guided 
by his mysterious friend Owlish and inspired by an inexplicably 
familiar painting, Q embarks on an all-consuming love affair with 
Aliss, oblivious to the sinister forces encroaching on his city and 
the protests spreading across the university that have left his class-
rooms all but empty. A deliciously dark subversion of the fairy-tale 
form set in an alternate Hong Kong, Dorothy Tse’s extraordinary 
debut novel is a boldly inventive exploration of life under oppres-
sive regimes and an urgent warning against the insidious perils of 
apathy and indifference.

'Reading Snow and Shadow is akin to being lost in a snowstorm: 
dizzying, terrifying, but nevertheless thrilling.'
� Words Without Borders

‘By turns playful and melancholy, Dorothy Tse’s tales never fail 
to mesmerize. They are wonderfully assured, and genuinely 
strange.’
� Sarah Shun-lien Bynum, author of Likes

‘Tse joins the ranks of artists currently remaking the world,  
from Yoko Tawada to César Aira.’
� Joyelle McSweeney, author of Toxicon and Arachne

Dorothy Tse is a fiction writer who has received multiple liter-
ary awards in Hong Kong and Taiwan. Her collection Snow and 
Shadow (translated by Nicky Harman) was longlisted for the Best 
Translated Book Award. A co-founder of Hong Kong’s leading 
literary magazine, Fleurs des Lettres, she teaches at Hong Kong 
Baptist University. 

Natascha Bruce translates fiction from Chinese. Her work in-
cludes novels and story collections by Yeng Pway Ngon, Patigül, 
Ho Sok Fong and Can Xue. Her translation of Owlish by Dorothy 
Tse received a 2021 PEN/Heim grant. She lives in Amsterdam.
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Melancholy I-II
Jon Fosse
Translated by Damion Searls with Grethe Kvernes

Melancholy I-II is a fictional invocation of the nineteenth-century 
Norwegian artist Lars Hertervig, who painted luminous land-
scapes, suffered mental illness and died poor in 1902. In this wild, 
feverish narrative, Jon Fosse delves into Hertervig’s mind as the 
events of one day precipitate his mental breakdown. A student 
of Hans Gude at the Academy of Art in Düsseldorf, Hertervig 
is paralyzed by anxieties about his talent and is overcome with 
love for Helene Winckelmann, his landlady’s daughter. Marked 
by inspiring lyrical flights of passion and enraged sexual delu-
sions, Hertervig’s fixation on Helene persuades her family that he 
must leave. Oppressed by hallucinations and with nowhere to go, 
Hertervig shuttles between a cafe, where he endures the mock-
ery of his more sophisticated classmates, and the Winckelmann’s 
apartment, which he desperately tries to re-enter – a limbo state 
which leads him inexorably into a state of madness. Published here 
in one volume in English for the first time, Melancholy I-II is a major 
novel by ‘the Beckett of the twenty-first century’ (Le Monde).

‘Jon Fosse is a major European writer.’
� Karl Ove Knausgaard, author of My Struggle

‘Fosse has been compared to Ibsen and to Beckett, and it is easy 
to see his work as Ibsen stripped down to its emotional essentials. 
But it is much more. For one thing, it has a fierce poetic simplicity.’
� New York Times

‘The critical self is shed in the process of reading Fosse, only to 
be replaced by something more primal. A mood. An atmosphere. 
The sound of words moving on a page.’
� Ruth Margalit, New York Review of Books

Jon Fosse was born in 1959 on the west coast of Norway and is 
the recipient of countless prestigious prizes, both in his native 
Norway and abroad. Since his 1983 fiction debut, Raudt, svart 
[Red, Black], Fosse has written prose, poetry, essays, short stories, 
children’s books, and over forty plays, with more than a thousand 
productions performed and translations into fifty languages. His 
latest prose work, Septology, was published in one volume by 
Fitzcarraldo Editions in 2022. Melancholy I, originally published 
in 1995 and followed by Melancholy II in 1996, was awarded the 
Melsom Prize and the Sunnmøre Prize.

Damion Searls is a translator from German, Norwegian, French, 
and Dutch and a writer in English. He has translated seven books 
and a libretto by Jon Fosse and books by many other classic 
modern writers.

Porn: An Oral History 
Polly Barton

How do we talk about porn? Why is it that when we do talk about 
porn, we tend to retreat into the abstract? How do we have mean-
ingful conversations about it with those closest to us? In Porn: An 
Oral History, her extraordinary second book, Polly Barton interro-
gates the absence of discussion around a topic that is ubiquitous 
and influences our daily lives. In her search for understanding, she 
spent a year initiating intimate conversations with twenty acquain-
tances of a range of ages, genders and sexualities about everything 
and anything related to porn: watching habits, emotions and 
feelings of guilt, embarrassment, disgust and shame, fantasy and 
desire. Soon, unfolding before her, was exactly the book that she 
had been longing to encounter – not a traditional history, but the 
raw, honest truth about what we aren’t saying. A landmark work of 
oral history written in the spirit of Nell Dunn, Porn is a thrilling, 
thought-provoking, revelatory, revealing, joyfully informative and 
informal exploration of a subject that has always retained an ele-
ment of the taboo.

Praise for Fifty Sounds

‘Witty, exuberant, also melancholy, and crowded with intelligence 
– Fifty Sounds is so much fun to read. Barton has written an essay 
that is also an argument that is also a prose poem. Let’s call it an 
oblique adventure story, whose hero is equipped only with high 
spirits, and a ragtag band of phonemes.’
� Rivka Galchen, author of Little Labors

‘This book: a portrait of a young woman as language-learner, as 
becoming-translator, as becoming-writer, in restless search of her 
life. It is about non-understanding, not-knowing, vulnerability, 
harming and hurt; it is also about reaching for others, transfor-
mative encounters, unexpected intimacies, and testing forms of 
love. It is a whole education. It is extraordinary. I was completely 
bowled over by it.’
� Kate Briggs, author of This Little Art

‘A gracious, surprising, and very funny debut from a writer of 
alarming talent.’
� Gideon Lewis-Kraus, author of A Sense of Direction

Polly Barton is a Japanese literary translator. Her translations in-
clude Where the Wild Ladies Are by Aoko Matsuda, There’s No Such 
Thing as an Easy Job by Kikuko Tsumura, and Spring Garden by 
Tomoka Shibasaki. She won the 2019 Fitzcarraldo Editions Essay 
Prize for Fifty Sounds. Porn: An Oral History is her second book. 
She lives in Bristol.
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While We Were Dreaming 
Clemens Meyer
Translated by Katy Derbyshire 

Rico, Mark, Paul and Daniel were 13 when the Berlin Wall fell in 
autumn 1989. Growing up in Leipzig at the time of reunification, 
they dream of a better life somewhere beyond the brewery quarter. 
Every night they roam the streets, partying, rioting, running away 
from their fears, their parents and the future, fighting to exist, killing 
time. They drink, steal cars, feel wrecked, play it cool, longing for 
real love and true freedom. Startlingly raw and deeply moving, 
While We Were Dreaming is an extraordinary coming of age novel 
by one of Germany’s most ambitious writers, full of passion, rage, 
hope and despair. 

Praise for Bricks and Mortar

‘This is a wonderfully insightful, frank, exciting and heart-
breaking read. Bricks and Mortar is like diving into a Force 10 gale 
of reality, full of strange voices, terrible events and a vision of 
neoliberal capitalism that is chillingly accurate.’
� A. L. Kennedy, author of Serious Sweet

‘The point of Bricks and Mortar is that nothing’s “in stone”: 
Clemens Meyer’s novel reads like a shifty, corrupted collocation 
of .docs, lifted off the laptop of a master genre-ist and self-reviser. 
It’s required reading for fans of the Great Wolfgangs (Hilbig and 
Koeppen), and anyone interested in casual gunplay, drug use, or 
sex.’
� Joshua Cohen, author of The Netanyahus

Clemens Meyer was born in 1977 in Halle and lives in Leipzig. 
Bricks and Mortar, his first novel to be published in English by 
Fitzcarraldo Editions, was shortlisted for the German Book Prize, 
awarded the Bremer Literaturpreis 2014, longlisted for the 2017 
Man Booker International Prize, and shortlisted for the 2019 Best 
Translated Book Awards. His collection of stories, Dark Satellites, 
appeared with Fitzcarraldo Editions in Katy Derbyshire’s 
translation in 2020. While We Were Dreaming, Meyer’s debut 
novel, was originally published in Germany in 2007. 

Katy Derbyshire, originally from London, has lived in Berlin for 
over twenty years. She translates contemporary German writers 
including Inka Parei, Heike Geissler, Olga Grjasnowa, Annett 
Gröschner and Christa Wolf. Her translation of Clemens Meyer’s 
Bricks and Mortar was the winner of the 2018 Straelen Prize for 
Translation, longlisted for the 2017 International Booker Prize, 
and shortlisted for the 2019 Best Translated Book Awards. She 
occasionally teaches translation and also co-hosts a monthly 
translation lab and the bi-monthly Dead Ladies Show.

The Long Form
Kate Briggs 

Helen and her young baby, Rose, are awake. It is first thing on a new 
morning. They move, they rest, they communicate; Rose feeds. 
Thoughts and associations travel far beyond the remit of the front 
room in their rented flat, which they pace, and which, alive with 
them, continually becomes new. Their delicate balance is inter-
rupted by the delivery of A History of Tom Jones by Henry Fielding 
– a novel which describes itself, semi-seriously, as inventing the 
novel-form for the very first time. As the morning progresses, 
Helen starts reading it. Indirectly, and each in their own distinct 
ways, Helen and Rose start thinking about it: its claims to newness, 
its length, its essayistic digressions, its invitation to imagine old 
and new forms of life, writing, and experience.

The Long Form, Windham Campbell Prize-winner Kate Briggs’ 
long-awaited debut fiction, unmakes and remakes the novel to 
meditate on very real social issues, from housing, to care-taking, 
to friendship, laying bare the settings and support structures that 
make durational forms of co-existence first thinkable, then possi-
ble. At once acrobatic and deeply attentive, The Long Form insists 
on the creativity inherent in everyday life, showing how the acts 
of social composition (living arrangements) are continuous with 
the acts of artistic composition (page arrangements). It is a brilliant 
novel of profound contrasts and productive co-dependencies, in 
which the small details of a day speak to the largest questions of 
form, responsibility, continuation and love.

Praise for This Little Art

‘This Little Art shares some wonderful qualities with Barthes’s own 
work – the wit, thoughtfulness, invitation to converse, and espe-
cially the attention to the ordinary and everyday in the context of 
meticulously examined theoretical and scholarly questions.’
� Lydia Davis, author of Can’t and Won’t

‘As wry and thoughtful and probing as any book I’ve read in the 
past year. My favourite works are those in which one feels the 
writer wrestling with genre even as she is writing; Kate Briggs 
does this with her own kind of magic, never failing to write be-
guilingly and intelligently and passionately about the little art of 
translation, which in the end shows itself to be not so little, at all.’
� Lauren Groff, author of Matrix

Kate Briggs is the translator of two volumes of Roland Barthes’s 
lecture and seminar notes at the Collège de France: The 
Preparation of the Novel and How to Live Together, both published 
by Columbia University Press. She teaches at the Piet Zwart 
Institute, Rotterdam. The Long Form, her debut novel, 
follows This Little Art, a genre-bending essay on translation.  
In 2021, Kate Briggs was awarded a Windham-Campbell Prize.
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Fassbinder Thousands of Mirrors
Ian Penman 

Melodrama, biography, cold war thriller, drug memoir, essay in 
fragments, mystery – Fassbinder Thousands of Mirrors is cult critic 
Ian Penman’s long awaited first original book, a kaleidoscopic study 
of the late West German film maker Rainer Werner Fassbinder 
(1945–1982). Written quickly under a self-imposed deadline in 
the spirit of Fassbinder himself, who would often get films made 
in a matter of weeks or months, Fassbinder Thousands of Mirrors 
presents the filmmaker as a pivotal figure in the late 1970s moment 
between late modernism and the advent of postmodernism and the 
digital revolution. Compelling, beautifully written and genuinely 
moving, echoing the fragmentary and reflective works of writers 
like Barthes and Cioran, this is a story that has everything: sex, 
drugs, art, the city, cinema and revolution.

‘Ian Penman is an ideal critic, one who invites you in, takes your 
coat, and hands you a drink as he sidles up to his topic. He has a 
modest mien, a feathery way with a sentence, a century’s worth 
of adroit cultural connections at the ready, and a great well of 
genuine passion, which quickly raises the temperature.’
� Lucy Sante, author of The Other Paris

‘Ian Penman – critic, essayist, mystical hack and charmer of 
sentences like they’re snakes – is the writer I have hardly gone  
a week without reading, reciting, summoning to mind. The writer 
without whom, etc.’
� Brian Dillon, author of Affinities

‘Ian Penman writes an exact, evocative prose as surprising as 
improvised jazz in its fluid progress from music criticism to 
social commentary to biography and back. He’s found a way to be 
erudite without pedantry, entertaining without pandering. His ear 
for mesmerizing nuance is unmatched by any music critic alive.’
� Gary Indiana, author of Three Month Fever

‘A laureate of marginal places.’ 
� Iain Sinclair, London Review of Books

Ian Penman is a British writer, music journalist, and critic. He 
began his career at the NME in 1977, later contributing to various 
publications including The Face, Arena, Tatler, Uncut, Sight & 
Sound, The Wire, the Guardian, the LRB, and City Journal. He is 
the author of the collections Vital Signs: Music, Movies, and Other 
Manias (Serpent’s Tail, 1998) and It Gets Me Home, This Curving 
Track (Fitzcarraldo Editions, 2019). Fassbinder Thousands of 
Mirrors is his first original book. 

Fitzcarraldo Classics No.1
Macunaíma: The Hero With No Character
Mário de Andrade
Translated by Katrina Dodson
Introduction by John Keene

Here at last is an exciting new translation of the modernist 
Brazilian epic Macunaíma, by Mário de Andrade. This landmark 
novel from 1928 has been hugely influential. It follows the adven-
tures of the shapeshifting Macunaíma and his brothers as they 
leave their home in the northern Amazon for a whirlwind tour of 
Brazil, cramming four centuries and a continental expanse into a 
single mythic plane. Having lost a magic amulet, the hero and his 
brothers journey to São Paulo to retrieve the talisman that has fall-
en into the hands of an Italo-Peruvian captain of industry (who is 
also a cannibal giant). Written over six delirious days –the fruit of 
years of study – Macunaíma magically synthesizes dialect, folklore, 
anthropology, mythology, flora, fauna, and pop culture to examine 
Brazilian identity. This brilliant translation by Katrina Dodson has 
been many years in the making and includes an extensive section 
of notes providing essential background information for this mag-
nificent work.

‘Macunaíma is above all a vision of mythical Brazilian conscious-
ness, a picaresque epic of birth, triumph, decline and death.’ 
� New York Times 

‘Macunaíma is a miracle. There’s nothing like it in all of literature. 
Katrina Dodson is a hero.’
� Mario Bellatin, author of Beauty Salon

‘We are so fortunate that Mário de Andrade’s rollicking 
Macunaíma is finally reappearing in English in Katrina Dodson’s 
dazzling translation.’ 
� John Keene, author of Counternarratives

Mário de Andrade (1893-1945) was a poet, novelist, critic, pia-
no teacher, ethnomusicologist, and a leading figure in Brazilian 
culture. He was a central instigator of the 1922 Semana de Arte 
Moderna (Modern Art Week), which marked a new era of 
modernism. He spent much of his life pioneering the study and 
preservation of Brazilian folk heritage and was the founding 
director of São Paulo’s Department of Culture.

Katrina Dodson’s translation of the Complete Stories by Clarice 
Lispector was awarded the 2016 PEN Translation Prize, the Lewis 
Galantière Award, and a Northern California Book Award. She 
holds a PhD in Comparative Literature from the University of 
California, Berkeley.
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This is Not Miami
Fernanda Melchor
Translated by Sophie Hughes
 
Set in and around the city of Veracruz in Mexico, This is Not Miami 
delivers a series of devastating stories – spiraling from real events 
– that bleed together reportage and the author’s rich and rigorous 
imagination. These crónicas – a genre unique to Latin American 
writing that blends reportage, narrative non-fiction, and novelistic 
forms – probe deeply into the motivations of murderers and misfits, 
into their desires and circumstances, forcing us to understand 
them – and even empathize – despite our wish to disdain them as 
monsters. As in her hugely acclaimed novels Hurricane Season and 
Paradais, and once again brilliantly translated by Sophie Hughes, 
Fernanda Mechor’s masterful stories show how the violent and 
shocking aberrations that make the headlines are only the surface 
ruptures of a society on the brink of chaos.

‘Melchor evokes the stories of Flannery O’Connor, or, more 
recently, Marlon James’s A Brief History of Seven Killings.
Impressive.’
�  Julian Lucas, New York Times

‘Fernanda Melchor has a powerful voice, and by powerful I mean 
unsparing, devastating, the voice of someone who writes with  
rage and has the skill to pull it off.’
� Samanta Schweblin, author of Fever Dream

‘In Melchor’s world, there’s no resisting the violence, much less 
hating it. All a novelist can do, she seems to suggest, is take a long, 
unsparing look at the hell that we’ve made.’
� Juan Gabriel Vázquez, New Yorker

‘Time spent with her writing leaves no doubt: the unholy noise 
she creates is the work of someone who knows exactly which 
notes to hit.’
� Chris Power, Guardian

Born in Veracruz, Mexico, in 1982, Fernanda Melchor is widely 
recognized as one of the most exciting new voices of Mexican 
literature. Her novel Hurricane Season was shortlisted for the 2020 
International Booker Prize and longlisted for the National Book 
Award. Paradais, her second novel to appear in English,  
was longlisted for the 2022 International Booker Prize.

Sophie Hughes translates Spanish and Latin American authors. 
She was shortlisted for the International Booker Prize in 2019  
and 2020, and in 2021 she was awarded the Queen Sofía 
Translation Prize.

Brian
Jeremy Cooper

Perennially on the outside, Brian has led a solitary life; he works at 
Camden Council, lunches every day at Il Castelletto café and then 
returns to his small flat on Kentish Town Road. It is an existence 
carefully crafted to avoid any disturbance and yet Brian yearns 
for more. A visit one day to the BFI brings film into his life, and 
Brian introduces a new element to his routine: nightly visits to the 
cinema on London’s South Bank. Through the works of Yasujirō 
Ozu, Federico Fellini, Agnès Varda, Yilmaz Güney and others, 
Brian gains access to a rich cultural landscape outside his own ex-
perience, but also achieves his first real moment of belonging as 
he soon finds himself a member of the BFI film buffs, an informal 
group of regular, impassioned attendees. A tender meditation on 
friendship and the importance of community, Brian is also a slant-
wise work of film criticism, one that is not removed from its subject 
matter, but rather explores with great feeling how art gives mean-
ing to and enriches our lives.

Praise for Bolt from the Blue

‘Jeremy Cooper’s work is consistently haunting and layered, built 
on a refreshing trust in the reader to delve deeper behind the quiet 
insinuations of his prose. His work resists every modern accel-
erant, creating a patient and precise tonic. He is easily one of the 
most thoughtful British fiction writers working today.’
� Adam Scovell, author of How Pale the Winter Has Made Us

‘Bolt from the Blue is a scintillating, wistful exploration of a good 
career and a poor relationship. Pithy yet expansive, it’s an essen-
tial, engrossing, illuminating read for any aspiring artist.’
� Sara Baume, author of Handiwork

‘There’s a strange magic to Jeremy Cooper’s writing. The way he 
puts words together creates an incantatory effect. Reading him is 
to be spellbound, then. I have no idea how he does it, only that I 
am seduced.’
� Ben Myers, author of The Offing

Jeremy Cooper is a writer and art historian, author of five pre-
vious novels and several works of non-fiction, including the 
standard work on nineteenth century furniture, studies of young 
British artists in the 1990s, and, in 2019, the British Museum’s 
catalogue of artists’ postcards. Early on he appeared in the first 
twenty-four of BBC’s Antiques Roadshow and, in 2018, won the 
inaugural Fitzcarraldo Editions Novel Prize for Ash before Oak. 
Brian is his third novel to appear with Fitzcarraldo Editions,  
following Bolt from the Blue.
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The Plague
Jacqueline Rose

What do you do with death and dying when they can no longer be 
pushed to the outer limits of your lived experience or dismissed 
from your conscious mind? How do you live with death or rather 
how do you ‘live death’ when death comes too close, seeming to 
enter the very air you breathe?
    The Plague is a collection of essays guiding us from the Covid-19 
pandemic through to the war in Ukraine in order to imagine a 
world in which a radical respect for death might exist alongside a 
fairer distribution of the earth’s wealth. ‘Living death’ will appear as 
something of a refrain, a reminder that to think of death as random, 
or as an avoidable intruder into how we order our lives, especial-
ly in the West, is an act of defiance that is doomed to fail. In the 
thought of the philosopher Simone Weil, who plays a key role in 
the book, only if we admit the limits of the human, will we stop 
vaunting the brute illusion of earthly power.

‘It’s really hard for me to overestimate how important [Rose’s] 
work has been for me ... I don’t feel like that about very many 
writers.’
� Maggie Nelson, author of The Argonauts

‘To read Rose is to understand that there is no border between us 
and the world; it is an invitation to a radical kind of responsibility.’ 
� New York Times

‘Rose’s work remains surprising and original ... The more I read 
her, the more I see the world through her questions ... Her real 
power, what makes her necessary as well as unique, may be how 
she teaches readers to ask probing questions on their own.’ 
� New York Review of Books

‘One of the world’s foremost public intellectuals.’
�  Mark Gevisser, author of The Pink Line

‘As a literary scholar and psychoanalytic thinker, Rose has long 
insisted that we pay close attention to the subterranean fears, 
fantasies, and narratives that structure our most pressing socio- 
political problems.’  
� Merve Emre, The Nation

Jacqueline Rose is the author of numerous books about psy-
choanalysis, literature and culture, feminism, and the Middle 
East. She is the cofounder of Independent Jewish Voices, launched 
in the UK in 2007 and a fellow of the British Academy. Rose is 
a frequent contributor to the London Review of Books, the New 
York Review of Books, and the Guardian, among many other 
publications.

Fitzcarraldo Classics No.2
A Very Easy Death
Simone de Beauvoir
Translator to be confirmed
 
A Very Easy Death has long been considered one of Simone de 
Beauvoir’s masterpieces. The profoundly moving, day-by-day 
recounting of her mother’s death ‘shows the power of compassion 
when it is allied with acute intelligence’ (Sunday Telegraph). 
Powerful, touching, and sometimes shocking, this is an end-of-life 
account that no reader is likely to forget.

‘True and deeply moving.’
� Annie Ernaux, author of Getting Lost

‘In every decade of my life since my 20s, I have been awed, 
confused, intrigued and inspired by Simone de Beauvoir’s attempt 
to live with meaning, pleasure and purpose.’
� Deborah Levy, author of Real Estate

‘It was Alice Walker, Hélène Cixous, Angela Davis, Virginia 
Woolf, George Eliot, and Simone Weil and de Beauvoir who 
mattered most to me.’ 
� Zadie Smith, author of NW

‘The mother of twentieth-century feminism.’
� Joanna Biggs, London Review of Books

‘Beauvoir’s graciously written memoirs carry distinct appeal in 
recording the emotional and intellectual birth pangs of a fascinat-
ing woman.’ 
� Time

‘This book is written with restrained emotion and a literalness, 
a faithfulness to fact, that is very moving coming from a 
woman whom we have known as dedicated to abstractions. ... it 
illustrates the general tragedy of the human condition through a 
particularized instance. A book of near despair, yet dignified.’
� Library Journal

Simone de Beauvoir was born in Paris in 1908. In 1929 she 
became the youngest person ever to obtain the agrégation in 
philosophy at the Sorbonne, placing second to Jean-Paul Sartre. 
She taught at the lycées at Marseille and Rouen from 1931-1937, 
and in Paris from 1938-1943. After the war, she emerged as one of 
the leaders of the existentialist movement, working with Sartre on 
Les Temps Mordernes. The author of several books including The 
Mandarins (1957) which was awarded the Prix Goncourt, and The 
Second Sex, a foundational book for contemporary feminism, de 
Beauvoir was one of the most influential philosophers and novel-
ists of her generation. She died in 1986.

7 June 2023, 160 pages
Essays (DNF), 
Flapped Paperback, £12.99
Ebook, £5.99

UK & Commonwealth exc. Canada
NA rights: FSG
Print: 9781804270486
Ebook: 9781804270493

14 June 2023, 128 pages
Essay (DNF), Memoir (BM)
Flapped Paperback, £12.99
Ebook, £5.99

UK & Commonwealth exc. Can
NA rights: Pantheon Books
Print: 9781804270448 
Ebook: 9781804270455



Mild Vertigo
Mieko Kanai
Translated by Polly Barton

Housewife Natsumi leads a small, unremarkable life in a modern 
Tokyo apartment with her husband and two sons: she does the 
laundry, goes on trips to the supermarket, exchanges gossip with 
neighbours, Tracing the conversations and interactions she has 
with her family and friends as they blend seamlessly into her 
internal monologue, Mild Vertigo explores the dizzying inability 
to locate oneself in the endless stream of minutiae that make up 
a life confined to the home, where both everything and nothing 
happens. With shades of Clarice Lispector, Mavis Gallant and 
Lucy Ellman, this late-period novel by the esteemed novelist, 
essayist, and art critic Mieko Kanai – whose often dark and cynical 
work occupies something of a cult place within the Japanese canon 
– is a disconcerting and astute protrair of life in late-stage capitalist 
society.

‘[Mieko Kanai is] not interested in describing objects; she wants 
to accentuate their amorphous nature. ... Sections of the novel 
first appeared as monthly installments in a glossy magazine 
about bourgeois homemaking; also included are two reviews 
of photography exhibitions. Kanai says that these previously 
published articles and reviews, which appeared in different 
journals, were written in order to be collected as a novel. Written 
in order to be collected. The exhibition reviews, the advice flipped 
through in a women’s magazine: always a novel.’
� Sofia Samatar, author of Tender

Born in 1947, Mieko Kanai has worked throughout her life as a 
writer, poet, essayist and literary and art critic. She has published 
around thirty novels and short story collections, and her critical 
essays have been featured in Japanese newspapers and magazines 
for almost fifty years. Several of her novels were translated into 
English in the 1970s, including Oh, Tama!, but there has been 
little since. In the English-speaking world, she is perhaps best 
known for her story ‘Rabbits’, translated by Phyllis Birnbaum 
for the anthology Rabbits, Crabs, etc., a gory retelling of Alice in 
Wonderland where a young girl puts on a suit made of freshly 
skinned rabbit fur. 

Polly Barton is a writer and Japanese translator based in Bristol. 
Her translations include Where the Wild Ladies Are by Aoko 
Matsuda, So We Look to the Sky by Misumi Kubo, There’s No Such 
Thing as an Easy Job by Kikuko Tsumura, and Spring Garden by 
Tomoka Shibasaki. In 2019, she won the Fitzcarraldo Editions 
Essay Prize for her debut book Fifty Sounds. Her second book, 
Porn: An Oral History, is forthcoming with Fitzcarraldo Editions.

Fitzcarraldo Paperback
Pond 
Claire-Louise Bennett

Feverish and forthright, Pond is an absorbing chronicle of the pit-
falls and pleasures of a solitudinous life told by an unnamed woman 
living on the cusp of a coastal town. Claire-Louise Bennett’s star-
tlingly original debut collection slips effortlessly between worlds 
and is by turns darkly funny and deeply moving.

‘Claire-Louise Bennett sets the conventions of literary fiction 
ablaze in this ferociously intelligent and funny debut. Don’t be 
fooled by Pond’s small size. It contains multitudes.’
� Jenny Offill, author of Weather 

Claire-Louise Bennett grew up in Wiltshire in the southwest of 
England. Her short fiction and essays have been published in 
The Stinging Fly, The Penny Dreadful, The Moth, Colony, The Irish 
Times, The White Review and gorse. She was awarded the inaugural 
White Review Short Story Prize in 2013 and has received bursa-
ries from the Arts Council Ireland and Galway City Council. Her 
debut Pond was published in 2015 by Stinging Fly in Ireland and 
Fitzcarraldo Editions in the UK.

Fitzcarraldo Paperback
Hurricane Season
Fernanda Melchor
Translated by Sophie Hughes

Written with an infernal lyricism that is as affecting as it is enthrall-
ing, Hurricane Season, Fernanda Melchor's first novel to appear in 
English, is a formidable portrait of contemporary Mexico and its 
demons, brilliantly translated by the award-winning translator 
Sophie Hughes.

‘Brutal, relentless, beautiful, fugal, Hurricane Season explores the 
violent mythologies of one Mexican village and reveals how they 
touch the global circuitry of capitalist greed.’
� Ben Lerner, author of The Topeka School

Born in Veracruz, Mexico, in 1982, Fernanda Melchor is widely 
recognized as one of the most exciting new voices of Mexican 
literature. Hurricane Season was shortlisted for the 2020 
International Booker Prize and longlisted for the National Book 
Award. Paradais, her second novel to appear in English, was 
longlisted for the 2022 International Booker Prize.

Sophie Hughes translates Spanish and Latin American authors. 
She was shortlisted for the International Booker Prize in 2019  
and 2020, and in 2021 she was awarded the Queen Sofía 
Translation Prize.
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Matthieu Aikins, The Naked Don’t Fear the Water, 2022, £12.99, 9781913097851
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Charlie Fox, This Young Monster, 2017, £12.99, 9781910695357

Dan Fox, Pretentiousness, 2016, £12.99, 9781910695043

Dan Fox, Limbo, 2018, £10.99, 9781910695807

Keith Gessen, A Terrible Country, 2018, £12.99, 9781910695760

Rainald Goetz, tr. Adrian Nathan West, Insane, 2017, £12.99, 9781910695319

Rainald Goetz, tr. Adrian Nathan West, Rave, 2020, £12.99, 9781913097196

Camilla Grudova, The Doll’s Alphabet, 2017, £10.99, 9781910695371

Alice Hattrick, Ill Feelings, 2021, £12.99, 9781913097646

Gregor Hens, tr. Jen Calleja, Nicotine, 2015, £12.99, 9781910695074

Christina Hesselholdt, tr. Paul Russell Garrett, Companions, 2017, £12.99, 9781910695333

Christina Hesselholdt, tr. Paul Russell Garrett, Vivian, 2019, £12.99, 9781910695616

Daisy Hildyard, The Second Body, 2017, £10.99, 9781910695470

Daisy Hildyard, Emergency, 2022, £12.99, 9781913097813

Elfriede Jelinek, tr. Gitta Honegger, rein GOLD, 2021, £12.99, 9781913097448

John Keene, Counternarratives, 2016, £12.99, 9781910695135

Esther Kinsky, tr. Iain Galbraith, River, 2018, £12.99, 9781910695296

Esther Kinsky, tr. Caroline Schmidt, Grove, 2020, £12.99, 9781913097288

Esther Kinsky, tr. Caroline Schmidt, Rombo, 2022, £12.99, 9781804270035

Thea Lenarduzzi, Dandelions, 2022, £12.99, 9781913097974

Patrick Langley, Arkady, 2018, £12.99, 9781910695517

Ben Lerner, The Hatred of Poetry, 2016, £9.99, 9781910695159

Agustín Fernández Mallo, tr. Thomas Bunstead, Nocilla Dream, 2015, £12.99, 9781910695029

Agustín Fernández Mallo, tr. Thomas Bunstead, Nocilla Experience, 2016, £12.99, 9781910695258
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Adam Mars-Jones, Box Hill, 2020, £9.99, 9781913097233

Adam Mars-Jones, Batlava Lake, 2021, £10.99, 9781913097622

Matthew McNaught, Immanuel, 2022, £12.99, 9781913097678

Kirill Medvedev, tr. Keith Gessen et al, It’s No Good, 2015, £12.99, 9781910695005

Fernanda Melchor, tr. Sophie Hughes, Hurricane Season, 2020, £12.99, 9781913097097

Fernanda Melchor, tr. Sophie Hughes, Hurricane Season, 2023, £9.99, 9781913097578

Fernanda Melchor, tr. Sophie Hughes, Paradais, 2022, £10.99, 9781913097875

Clemens Meyer, tr. Katy Derbyshire, Bricks and Mortar, 2016, £14.99, 9781910695197

Clemens Meyer, tr. Katy Derbyshire, Dark Satellites, 2020, £12.99, 9781913097134

Guadalupe Nettel, tr. Rosalind Harvey, Still Born, 2022, £12.99, 9781913097660

Vanessa Onwuemezi, Dark Neighbourhood, 2021, £10.99, 9781913097707
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Joanna Pocock, Surrender, 2019, £12.99, 9781910695852

Paul B. Preciado, tr. Charlotte Mandell, An Apartment on Uranus, 2020, £12.99, 9781913097073

Paul B. Preciado, tr. Frank Wynne, Can the Monster Speak?, 2021, £8.99, 9781913097585

Adania Shibli, tr. Elisabeth Jaquette, Minor Detail, 2020, £10.99, 9781913097172

Natasha Soobramanien & Luke Williams, Diego Garcia, 2022, £12.99, 9781913097936

Maria Stepanova, tr. Sasha Dugdale, In Memory of Memory, 2021, £14.99, 9781913097530
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       £12.99, 9781910695715
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Olga Tokarczuk, tr. Jennifer Croft, The Books of Jacob, 2021, £20, 9781910695593

Jean-Philippe Toussaint, tr. Shaun Whiteside, Football, 2016, £12.99, 9781910695173

Maria Tumarkin, Axiomatic, 2019, £12.99, 9781913097110

Katharina Volckmer, The Appointment, 2020, £9.99, 9781913097325

Alejandro Zambra, tr. Megan McDowell, My Documents, 2015, £12.99, 9780992974787

Alejandro Zambra, tr. Megan McDowell, Not to Read, 2018, £12.99, 9781910695630
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Fitzcarraldo Editions Backlist, 2014-2022



Grantham Book Services (GBS) 
Trent Road, Grantham, NG31 7XQ

UK & IRELAND 
+44 (0) 1476 541080 
orders@gbs.tbs-ltd.co.uk

EXPORT 
+44 (0) 1476 541082 
export@gbs.tbs-ltd.co.uk

INDEPENDENT ALLIANCE 
Faber & Faber 
Bloomsbury House, 74-77 Great Russell Street 
London, WC1B 3DA 
For all enquiries please contact: 
+44 (0)20 7927 3800 
sales@faber.co.uk

HEAD OFFICE SALES 
SALES DIRECTOR
Sara Talbot
T: 0207 927 3856
M: 07841 800911
sara.talbot@faber.co.uk
 
UK SALES DIRECTOR
Sarah Davison-Aitkins 
T: 0207 927 3864
sarah.davison-aitkins@faber.co.uk
 
UK KEY ACCOUNT MANAGER
Kim Lund
T: 0207 927 3857
M: 07980 712111
kiml@faber.co.uk
 
DIGITAL & ONLINE KEY ACCOUNT 
MANAGER
Benedetta Costantini
T: 0207 927 3861
benedetta.c@faber.co.uk
 
UK KEY ACCOUNT MANAGER
Kate Baron
T: 0207 927 3835
kate.baron@faber.co.uk
 
INTERNATIONAL SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE
Mallory Ladd
T: 020 7927 3870
M: 07970 052 290
mallory.ladd@faber.co.uk

ALLIANCE HEAD OF SALES
Sam Brown
M: 07980 712110
samb@faber.co.uk

SCOTLAND & NORTHUMBRIA
John McColgan
M: 07595 214384
john.mccolgan@faber.co.uk

NORTHERN ENGLAND
Sue Jackson
M: 07980 712102
sue.jackson@faber.co.uk

MIDLANDS & NORTH WALES
Richard Fortey
M: 07792 456837
richard.fortey@faber.co.uk

SOUTH WALES, CENTRAL 
ENGLAND & OXFORDSHIRE
Mel Tyrrell
M: 07824 085033
melanie.tyrrell@faber.co.uk

SOUTH WEST ENGLAND
Richard Evans
M: 07957 354631
richarde@faber.co.uk
 
HOME COUNTIES, SOUTH 
AND WEST LONDON
Kellie Balseiro
M: 07790 757833
kellieb@faber.co.uk

CENTRAL AND NORTH LONDON 
BOOKSHOPS
Jeremy Wood
M: 07966 058496
jeremyw@faber.co.uk

MUSEUMS & GALLERIES, 
EAST ANGLIA AND SE ENGLAND 
BOOKSHOPS
Luke Crabb
M: 07841 800561
luke.crabb@faber.co.uk

E A S T  A N G L I A
Rosy Locke
M: 07590 929836
rosy.locke@faber.co.uk

IRELAND & NORTHERN IRELAND 
Gill Hess Ltd
T: +353 1849 1801
office@gillhess.ie

NORWAY, SWEDEN, FINLAND, 
ICELAND, DENMARK, FRANCE, 
SPAIN, ITALY, PORTUGAL, 
GREECE, CYPRUS, MALTA  
Amelie Burchell
M: (0) 7384 525251
amelieb@faber.co.uk

BELGIUM, LUXEMBOURG, 
NETHERLANDS, SWITZERLAND, 
GERMANY, AUSTRIA 
M: (0) 7966 057076
bridgetl@faber.co.uk

EASTERN EUROPE 
(INC. RUSSIA & THE BALTICS) 
Cristian Juncu
Str. Floarea-Soarelui, nr. 45, Complex
Rezindential Sunflower, Vila 8, Voluntari,
Jud. Ilfov, Romania 077190
T: +40 (0)720 454 800
cristian@j4.ro

JAPAN, KOREA, CHINA, TAIWAN, 
HONG KONG, THAILAND, CAMBODIA, 
LAOS, VIETNAM, PHILIPPINES, 
MYANMAR, INDONESIA & MIDDLE 
EAST (INC. NORTHERN AFRICA, 
TURKEY, PAKISTAN) 
Viki Cheung  
T: +44 (0)20 7927 3903
M: (0) 7876 879 819
viki.cheung@faber.co.uk

S I N G A P O R E 
Times Distribution Pte. Ltd.
1 New Industrial Road
Times Centre
Singapore 536196
Tel: +65 6715 8989
enquiry@timesdistribution.com.sg

M A L AY S I A
Times Distribution (M) Sdn. Bhd.
Level 1, Tower 2A, Avenue 5 Bangsar South City
No 8 Jalan Kerinchi 59200
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Tel: +60 3 2242 7228
enquiry@timesdistribution.com.my

I N D I A  &  S R I  L A N K A  
Penguin Books India
Penguin Random House, 7th Floor, Infinity
Tower C, DLF Cyber City, Phase – II, Gurgaon
– 122 002 Haryana, India
T: +91 124 478 5600
F: +91 124 478 5600
customer.service@in.penguingroup.com

AUSTRALIA 
Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd, 83 Alexander Street,
Crows Nest, NSW 2065, Australia
T: +61 2 8425 0100
F: +61 2 9906 2218
info@allenandunwin.com
www.allenandunwin.com

NEW ZEALAND 
Allen & Unwin New Zealand
Level 2/10 College Hill, Freemans Bay,
Auckland 1011, New Zealand
T: +64 9 337 3800
F: +64 9 377 3811

UNITED STATES & CANADA
Consortium Book Sales & Distribution
The Keg House, 34 Thirteenth Avenue NE, Suite 
101, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55413-1007 
USA 
(+1) 612 746 2600
cbsdinfo@ingramcontent.com

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA  
Anita Zih-De Haan
A–Z Africa Book Services
105b Prins Mauritssingel
3043 PE Rotterdam
The Netherlands
T: +31 104 154 250
anita.zih@azabs.nl

SOUTHERN AFRICA 
Independent Division (Jonathan Ball Publishers 
(pty) Ltd)
PO Boz 6836
Roggebaai, 8012 Cape Town
T: +27 21 469 8900
services@jonathanball.co.za

Sales & Distribution




